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"HEN we enter upon matters of this kind, * 
they ought not to be lightly and floridly 

\ paſſed over, but. require a grave and fe-' 
\ 4 rious conlideration, though the ſubject 
Mg. =2 may ſeem ſtrange to many, therefore be- 
fore we further proceed, it is convenient to mind the Rea- 
ter, that what is intended relates for the molt part in' mat- 
ter of ſubje& to a perſon who has tryed the [miles and frowns 
of Fortune, in their moſt alluring- and amazing Circum- 
ſtance ; whereforenot longer to detain you by way of Pre- 
logue, or needleſs diſcourle, let us come ſeriouſly to enter 
upon what is materially intended. | 


The perſon who occaſions this Hiſtory or Diſcourſe, has 
keen of latethe diſcourſe not only of particular perſons, bur 
of the three Kingdoms. in whole proſpect Ambitica railed 
tim like a Pyramide : As fur his Birth it was not altogether 
nconſiderable; he was born 1n a Village of Flintſhire in 
Wales, for indeed there are no conſiderable Cities in thoſe 
parts ; his Parents lived, during his Infancy, upon a com- 
petency. very frugal, having ſufficiency to bring up this Son 

and others ; but above the reſt, findinghim, as (oon as he 
Fame to any years of diſcretion, to beof a tow'ring Spirit, 
nd hardly amongſt the Youths that were converſant with 
lim as his boyiſh Conſorts, would he brook an Equal,much 
More a Supertour,. eipecially where he was capable of get- 
A's: - -._ ning 
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ting the maſtery , which according to the preſages of the 
Ancients tending to ſomething great though dangerous his 
careful Parents ſought as muchas in them lay to ſtifle thof: 
ſparks of Ambition that ſeemed ſo early to fly upward, ye 
ſeeing they would hve their courſe, and there was no res. 
ſonable way to prevent them by mild and moderate. Exhor- 
rations,.. his Father eſpecially gave way to what his Son 
moſt paſſionately deſired, ſo that faftering him to begin fil 
with ſuch Learning as that Country afforded him, and figd- 
ing him exceeding prompt therein, he at the perſwafion df 
ſome Gentlemen in thoſe parts ſent him to weſtminſe 
School, in order to furniſh him with-a higher ſtrain of Edu- 
cation and Learning, where he very much improved, inſq- 
much that the good Old Gentleman his Father, upon knoy. 
ledge that his Son was grown an expert Orator, prophets 
_ cally declared his misfortune, by ſaying his parts would mn 
in him ; and if we credit Fame, tt is reported ſoon after hi 
coming thither, he dreamed he ſhould be the head of that 
School, as by. way of Captain, a term Familiar amongll 
Youths or School boys, and that he ſhould after that become 
the greateſt Man in the Kingdom,. and Jouriſh for a time 
bur then ſome extraordinary misfortune ſhould overtake him 
and bring all his towering.greatnels to ruin 3 and this, ib 
rightly conſider, was fulfilled in the feveral Periods, as wil 
1n the Series of. this diſcourſe appear ; and: indeed: there i 
more inDreams by aProphetical Impulſe of the$ouls of me 
 however-ſome may reditculeit, than we are aware of: ÞB 
to come nearer-thoſe that knew him in his younger days, t 
whom we appeal, are {enſible that the. firſt -clauſe of hi 
Dream was no fable; and as forthe relt, few are-ignoran 
hegrew we (ay ro be_a proficient 1n Learning, -and might 
| have ſtood high :n:the opinton-of: good men, had not- A 
bition been his bane. | 
. When this. nerſon till ſoaring towards greatneſs " 
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raiſing many to unexpected advantages, tho? many things 


were propoſed, yet nothing ſuited ſo well ro his Inclinations, 


4s the ſtudy of the Common-Law, and to that end he ear- 
neſtly, not only by himſelf but his Friends, follicited his Fa- 


ther almoſt with tmportunity to-enter him a Student in ons. 


of the four Inns of Court, and in an unlucky hour (o far pre- 
vailed, thzt he was received into the Inner-Temple, and by 
forward performance, almoſt before the uſual time, procu- 


red to be called to the Bar, and' although his practice ax - 


Weſtminſter, was not at firſt conkderable, reſtleſs and impa- 


himſelf capable of removing from that Schoot, eminent- for-_ 


tient of delay he tryed} the Inferiour Courts and places of: 


Judicature, and found them ſo beneficial by the way of a 


Crown for a Fee, that by the help of ſome Perſons who- 
took no ſmall liking to his promptitude, he was incouraged- 
eſpecially in thoſe holden at. Gai/d-Hall, London, where an 


eminent Citrzen of his aame, tho*no Relation to him, get- 


ting the advantage of a Cauſe, . wherein he was Counſel, {© - 
far advanced his Credit, by (upplying with whar money he- 


atany time wanted to purchaſe any place, or raiſe himſelf as - 


opportunity ſerved, that by his, and the intereſt of others he - 


got to be Common Se xrjeant of the Czry,.in which tation he - 


carried himſelf {o cunningly; that he gained the concern of- 


many Eminent men, and nota few of the Majellracy, fo that : 


getting afi:{t Waite of a confiderable Fortune, with-hers, 
and what himſelf had gotten, he was not .wanting to let the - 


World ſee it in ſome florrid ent: rtainments and Antick:hu- 
mours, eſpecially amongſt his country Relations; previhg 


himſelf a Man of infinite Jeſt; and indeed his Taller lay - 
much that way, nor did he refra1a it v. hen he roſe to higher * 


Degrees even.in the midſt of Judgment. . 
The Recorderfiip of Loder. being vacant 'by* Six Fobn 
Ebwels giving place about the year 1677, he miſt no oppor- 


tynity to ingratiate himſelf with-the 4ldermen and Comms- 
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ners, and by the (mnoothaels of his Tongue and help of his 


Friends, wrought h mlelf into that important cruſt, and 
had the Papers and Writings of the C:zzes great cqacerns pur 


into his hands, which {well.d him 1n thought evep above the - 


Grandure of the Cty it (elf; for by this place having an 
opportunity to be often at Court, he began to thirft after 


Court Favonr, thinking what he already poſſeſſed not ſuffi- 


cient for his Ambition, and frum that'time he dated, is we 
may ſay, his misfortune ; for now the Popiſh Plot being dif: 
cover'd by Dr. Oats and others, he acted a whilein his itati- 
on ſorewhat ſevere for the ſupprefiion of 1:, and pleaded 
ſtrongly againſt ſuch as were brought to Juſtice ; and in his 
{tation paſſed Sentence in the O/4-Bazly on ſeveral Prieſts 
and Zeſuits ; but no looner did he find that the minds of fome 
great per{ons at Court were wholly bent to ſhamm and ri- 
dicule that Plot, but he turned his Sails to the Wind, and 
winked at the Papiſts, attempting to turn it on the Diſſen- 
ters, and ſhift it trom themſelves; and when the People 


humbly Petitioned and beſought that a Parliament might be 
called roredrels Grievances, he proteſted agaialt their way of 


proceeding by open abhorrence in Courts of Fudicature,, for 
which he was called the fbhorrer 3 and ſome way or other 
at the procesſion of Burning the Pope on the Birth-day of 
2ueen E'izabeth , fet a perion to ride with his face to the 


Horſe-tail, withthe Words, viz. 7 am an Abhorrer, on his 


back; to that the City having found him too familiar at 
Court for their intereſt at that time, ſent for their papers.and 


decently laid him afide, chuſing the worthy Sir George 7reby 


Recorder in his ſtead : This nertled a Man of his Spirit, al- 


though King Charles had caſt his Favours on him, by making. 


him Chief Juftice of Chefer ,' where his Countrey-Men of 
wales began to havethe firſt bad opinion of bim, for caufing 
one to be Drawn, Hanged and Quartered, a thing not often 


done amongſt thoſe Mountaineers, And now the Paprſes rail 
11 : | 10g 
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ing their heads by laying the ſtrels of their Deſign upon the = 
Diſſenters, he was made Chair-man at Flicks 5-1... 5005s "al 
&c, But this being too Tow 1n his eſteem, though he. did # 
ſome perſons notable ſervice by ir, the next thing we found {| 
he ſtruck at was the City Charter, and fo actively he labour'd 
that a Quo Warranto was brought, and in fine, Judgment was 
had againſt it, and diverseminent perſons were broaght in 
for Raoters, and ſeverely Fined, againſt whom he mannaged- 
the buſineſs ;- nor is his vehemency againſt tne Lord Ruffel at I 
his Tryal in the 0/4 Bayly to be forgorten, for his pres{ing the | 
jParter with his Oratory, did not (tn the opinion of many) 
controhute the leaſt ro the Verdict that paitcd againſt that 
Unforruns:e Gentleman; fo thar after the death of the Lord 
Chief Juſtice $#729ers, he was made Lord Chief Juſtice of 
Eneland, and in this [tztion he firſt proceeded to Bayl the Po-- 
2; Lords out of the Tower, who had been Committed by 
Parliament, and whoſe Bayling had been refuſed by ſeveral 
Lord Chiet Juſtices. | BEE 3 T2 

King Charles the Second dying, and his Brother ſucceeds 
ing to the Throne, the Papiſts appeared bare-fac'd, and with 
ſo high a hand, that many who had Evidenced againſt them 
were forced to abſcond or flye; however. two Informations 
for Perjury having been Exhibited agaialt Dr, Titxs Oats, he 
proceeded to Try himat the A7ngs-Bench-Bar, and being catt 
by Popiſh-Evictence, who Witneſfed in a-manner in their 
own cauſe, he reccived an unparallel'd Sentence.tobs Whip= - 
ped, Fined, Stand in toe Pillory Yearly, and Impriſoned for. | 
Life ; which was pur in Execution wi:lr extra;,rdinary Ris. 
gour. 1homas Dzagzerfiela run 10 a4 manner the ſame Riſque, 
which coſt hunhis Life, aStick being run tnto his Eyes as 
be Teturned from his laſt Whipping. 2 

And now the Duke of Honmeonth Landing in the Welt) 
and being there diſcomined, after a blcody Harveſt; this per- 
fon was ſent down-to Try fuch as weretaken, and proved to 
the poor miſerable people a greater terrour than the Sword, 
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concemning them by Hundreds, and cauſing their Quarters | 


of | 
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ala 19 up before the Doors of their Friends , and all along 


the Roads, even to the Infeftion of the Country ; and many 


who did not dye by the hand of the Executioners, were thru 


en Shipboard and ſent as Slaves to the Plantations ; Ochens 


were forced to flye into the Woods, where they periſhed for 


want; ſome were Executed for harbouring their Friends, 


and particularly the Lady Zfle Beheaded, and a Woman 
Burnt at Tyb#rz; and for theſe good Offices done, ſoon'after 
his return in Bloody Triumph, he had the Chancellorſhip of 
Enzland conferred upon him, and his Childien by a firſt :;qd 
Aecond Marriage highly promoted. | 
Now he being mounted on the High Comm:sfion-Chair; 
ſuſpended the Biſhop of Zozdon, awed the Tlerg y, outed the 
.Corporations by his influence, and ſtood upon the very. pi- 
nieleof Greatnels 3 but asthe cid proverb has it, the Proud 
and hauohty mind ſhall bave a fall, for the Popiſh-meaſures be- 
-jng broken by the Trying and clearing the Seaven Biſhops, 
the caule began to droop, although this perſon had required 
4he. Names of ſuch as had refuſed to Read the Declaration 
forLiberty of Conſcience in theCharches during Divine Service; 
that buſineſs was laid afide,and all ofa ſudden the wind chan- 
ged,the Diſſenters were turned out,the Churchmer reſtored,the 
Cities and Corporations had their Charters, and on 1 1th, of Dec, 
1688, this great man who had over-awed the Kingdom, and 
-had his Ante-chambers crowded with throngs of Suitors, in 
-the height of his Riches and Honour ſneaked away, and was 
the next day taken in Hope and Anchor Alley,in the diſ;uite of 
a poor Tazpanulin, endeayourirg to make his clcape beyond 
>the Seas: , and. being brought betore the Lord Mayor of Zz40n 
and ſent to the Tower, where he was charged with a Warrant 


From the-Lords, after having moved in vain for his Haveas 
-Corpss, afflictcd with the Stone and'Gourt, wormout with for- 
row. and not able to bear an afMiction he reduced many ro utt- 
.dergo, and far greater by exce6 in drinking, to walh away us 
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ſorrows, after. ſome SENS, © and expreſſions of grief 
for his mifpent time, and warning all tobeware of Ambition, 
deſiring to be happy in another Liſe however he had lived in 
this: He dyed on /-urſaay the of April, and on Surdgy fol- 

lowing, to prevent any Violence that might be offered by in- 
raged perions in acother place, was buried,after a view ol the 
Body, in the Tower C5app-l: And by this mans fall we may tee 

what little truſt there is to be given tothe flatterers of Fe - 

tune or Greatneſs, of which I ſhall ſhewin the follo yving dit- 

courſe, by way of Sermonto his Funeral Memory. 

The End of bis Life. 
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The Humble ana Meck ſhall be Exalted, but the Proud ſhall 
be Abaſed and brouzbt low. 


| ; Appy is that Man whoſe Soul inclines him not to 


oar above the reach of Reaſon and Diſcretion, 
weighed with a ſound Judgment, for he {hall ſtand 

faſt, when Zarns, like others, mounting tco near the Sun, 
half melt their waxen mo Ambition is thetbane of hap- 
pineſs, and where it 1ntrudes it .renders the perſsn reſtlels 
and uneaſfie, raiſing a Tempeſt in his mind, and toſſing his 
thoughts like-a troubled Ocean; w hich ade the wile men 
of all Ages, ſhun it as the miſchief of the world; for to 
what madnets does it forbear to. carry and hurry Mankind, 
railing it ſelf an Altar uponRuin and Delolation,laying Ct 
ties waſte and Kingdoms 1n blood ; which cauſed the wile 
man to call it 4 Dead Ev#/, and others hays nam'd it rhe 
Plague of the werid, the Misfortune of Mankini., If we re- 
member we were nothing before we were Conceived, -and 

_ very inconſiu-rable 1n the fclt Regions, of our dwellings, 
and many years weak and not- capable of our lelyes, even 
_ . weak beyond all other creatures, and 1a the re(t of our laves 
great ſinners againſt that Almighty Creator that gave us be- 
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Ing ; a debtorto Parents,.to Creaures;and'to the Elements ;- 
we would in this Remembrance {well beyond our bounds, 
and ſtrive to raiſe our (elves on Precipices and Pyramides of 
Danger, only. to over-top and have power over our Neigh- 
bours: But Ambition, Pride and Haughtineſs, blind the 
Souls of Men, that they conſider. not theſe things: But al- 
though they grow up to their firlt wiſhes, there they ſtop. 
not, bur are reſtleſs and uneaſte, rill like Flame, they may 
be aſcending higher ; ſome greater thing ſtands in their 
way , or ſome taller Cedar drops upon their Branches, or 
hinders. them from a fuller proſpe& of the Sun; and let 
them but remove this, or aſcend above the other, and they 
will promiſe to ask no more, but this obtained, they find 
the Clouds yet Screen them from the purer Skies, and they 
mult needs riſe higher , not minding to what Storms and 
Thunders ſuch lofty Afpirings expole them, which ſooner 
or later will rend them up by the roots, and leavel their rop 

with the humble Shrubs: Nor has any Age in the world 
wanted Examples of this kind ; Cazs, to raiſe himfelf higher 
in eſteem, built the Stairs on his Brothers blood, and. laſt the. 
favour of Heaven. Nimrod's project was overthrown by - 
the: confounding of Languages : Ely's Sons for their pride 
and Infolence, fell in the Battle: Proud Sexaccherib was 
humbled by the deſtruftion of his Hoaſt : Nabes, for- his 


pride and Churliſhneſs, loſt his life : - Abſalom and Aaoxija, Jt 


for too early Aſpiring, fet in Blood: and Nebachadnezzar 
wasSdriven out from amongſt Men,-to dwell on the Moun- 


. tains, and with the wild Beaſts of the Forreſts: Herod, for 
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ouſly weighed, it might have ſtopped him in the career of 


WP igenntry Glory, and ao inthe end have left a forrowful re- 


nembrance. From what:a dangerous height he.is fallen ! 
preat things oppreſs themlelves, and ar all-times want a firm 
oundation to ſupport them ; for if they are built oa Sand, 
the Storm will come, and the Flooas will beat, till great is their 
zull. Holy Job ſays of the! proud. and wicked Man, That 
they are as Stuible before the Win, and as Chaſf that the Storm + 


he rewardeth him, and be ſhall knw it: His eyes ſhall ſee his. 
ifruttion, and he ſhall drink the wrath of the «Almighty, Job - 
11.:18;\19, 20. For although for; a-rime God may ſeem: to”. 
wink at Cruelty and OQppreſſzony yet his-Balts are (ure; his - 
hnd is-not ſhort'ned ; for, as the {ame perſon ſays, /Zow. of - 


Fen is their Candle put out ? and how often cometh their de- 


uFion on. them? Gea diſtributes Sorroyy ia his 4uger, ver. 17, 
The cryes of the Widaows and Fathtrleſs, core ap before bin, 
wa bewill remember the Iniquities of thear Fagan 2 z; eventhe. 
Pror are precions in the. ſight of the' Almighty, and he will 4- 
Venge thein Blood upon the deitroyer, and wiil ſoon let him ſee, 
that Pride geeth before Deſtruction, and a Haughty ming before - 
(Fall, Prov. 16; 18, Andthat. Better it is $6 be low and of . au 
bumble Spirit with the lowly, then to divide the Spoil with the 
roud, ver.-19. Things gotten by Violence, are of ſhort du- - 


Mtian ; or at leaſt, are oo ſooner gained, but-the-potleſior is - 


latched away from them in a momeat; for Holy Writ tells 
is That the Wicked and Blond-thirſty Man ſpall act {ive out 
elf bis days : . And where Ambition. 'tairits the Soul, there 
tothing is thought too cruel to gain thoſe ends the Ambitt- 
bus Man aims at , though he is {ure to. have a Fall, which 


makes the Almighty Expoſtulate with them, viz, Have. 


he workers of Imiquity no knowledge? why eat uf my peaple as 
hey eat Bread, and call not upon the Lord, Plal. 14. 4. Ih 
ein Touth, and their life is amongſt the unclean, job 36. 34. 
here is nothing like a . good Gon cence, to carry 4 Man 

| through - 


urrgeth away: God layeth up his Iniquity for his Children, 


ceive Miſchief, and bring forth Yanity, Fob 15, ec. Ang 
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through all'the Aﬀatrs of the wor'd; to live a life void of 
0Jerice, towards Goa ana Man; which will bear us up ia all 
afflictions, whilſt the Guilty perſon trembles and - faint 
under momentary ſorrows, becauſe he has 4 Storm within, 


that in hurry of Aﬀairs, was not rouled nor awaked ; but 


when the Winds of Fear and Confuſion reuſe the angry 
Billows, then he fadly fees the lowly and meek are exceed. 


mg happy,while he 15 miſerable: then may he truly tay with 


Fob, though in a different manner, viz. /was at eaſe, but he 
hath broken me aſunder 5 -he hath alſo taken me by the Neck and 


ſhaken me to pieces, and ſet me up for his Mark, Job 14. 12, 


Theſe Conſiderations might move the minds of Men. to 


conſider in apa nes } - nr they are but Duſt, and 
caution them to do Julitic& 


love Mercy, and walk humbly 
with their God; ſince aproud and haughty mind , is ans 
bomination to the Lord : The wicked man travelleth with pain 


&!l his days, and the number of his years is hidden to the Op 


preſſor ; 4 dreadful ſound is in his ears; in his proſperity the 
deftroyer ſhall come upox him ; - he believeth wot he ſhall retufuf 
znto Darkyeſs, and he is waited for of the Sword ;' he ſhall 
2:0t depart ont of Darkneſs ; the Flame (hail dry up his Bron 
ches, and by the breath of his mouth ſhall. he go away: Let nd 
bim that is deceived, traſt in Vanity, for Vanity-ſſjall be his 
Recompence, it ſhall be accompliſhed before his time , and bis 
Branch ſhall not be Green , he ſhall cut off bis unripe Grapsf 
as the Vine, and caſt off bis Flower as the Olive. N 


[3 
© Thus Holy Scripture has Characteriz'd the. proud and 


Ambitious, who work Deceit to bring their deſigns to pals; 
for the Congregation of Hypocrites ſhall be: deſolate, a 
Fire ſhall conſume the Tabernacle! zf Bribery; they com 


to conclude, Though Wicked Men may flouriſh for 


time, yet their end ſhall be bitterneſs, for their ways ak -- 
"mot proſper. _ © 0UG2 —_— 
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